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Lake Washington 
Symphony Orchestra 

Lake Washington Symphony 
Orchestra proudly presents 
Steinway Artist, Jeffrey Biegel 
performing Gershwin’s 
Rhapsody in Blue, and Peter 
Boyer’s Rhapsody in Red, White, 
and Blue. Also featured will be 
the Porgy and Bess orchestral 
suite. Sunday, September 14th 
at 3:00pm. For more info, 
please visit www.lwso.org.  

Open Chair Positions  

Social Events Coordinator 

MAP/CHC Recitals Chair  

Young Composers Project Chair 

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 
From Our President | Melodies in Motion | Guest Presenter 

Message From Our President 

Greetings SKCMTA Members, 

Welcome to a brand-new and exciting school year! I hope your 
summer was filled with rest, inspiration, and a few musical adventures 
of your own along the way. This summer was especially full for my 
family, starting with my daughter competing in Denver for track and 
field regionals, where she earned three gold medals, and at Nationals 
in Houston at the AAU Junior Olympics, where she ran the 200m, 
400m, and competed in the long jump—achieving personal records in 
every event. She also enjoyed Dr. Jensina Oliver’s Summer Piano & 
Art Camp in Shoreline, and as a violinist, participated in the Japan-

https://www.jeffreybiegel.com/
http://www.lwso.org
https://seattlepianoinstitute.org/faculty/jensina-oliver/
http://lwso.org
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Upcoming Deadlines  
and Events  

September 9  

SKCMTA First General Meeting at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Kent, 
9:30am 

September 10 

MTNA Performance Competition 
Registration Deadline 

Outstanding Artist Competition 
Registration Deadline 

September 20-21 

WSMTA Leadership Seminar 

October 4 

District V Conference - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Moses Lake 

October 10-13 

Ocean Music Competition in New 
York City and Online 

October 18 

District II Conference - Marysville 

District VII Conference - Spokane 

October 25 

SIPF Bach Festival Registration 
Deadline 

November 7-9 

MTNA Performance Competition  

Outstanding Artist Competition

Suzuki String Institute, where I was honored to serve as one of their 
collaborative pianists. My daughter and I were beyond thrilled to 
receive a 2025 Northwest Division Emmy for Look, Listen & Learn’s 
episode Do Re, Take Me To The Opera, created in partnership with 
PBS and Seattle Opera. 

I also had the pleasure of attending the grand opening of our very 
own Dr. Ross Salvosa’s Concordia Arts & Music Academy in Tukwila—
an inspiring space for creativity and community. I was delighted to 
see SKC members pianist Dr. Chen Liang, vocalist Nancy Gregory, 
and harpist Mona Terry on faculty. 

Speaking of exciting accomplishments, congratulations to SKC’s Dr. 
William Chapman Nyaho and Joe Williams for their contributions to 
Arise & Shine: Piano Music by Black Composers for Kids. This 
groundbreaking album and video—and the soon-to-be-released 
companion book—are must-haves for your piano studio 
library! Listen here 

Our SKCMTA chairs have been working diligently to ensure your 
membership is more valuable than ever. Thanks to our wonderfully 
generous volunteers, we can look forward to a wide range of 
opportunities this year—competitions, assessments, recitals, festivals, 
conferences, and social gatherings. 

Our first social event will be a bike ride around Seward Park and 
along Lake Washington Boulevard on Saturday, September 6th 
at 10:00 AM. Please invite your friends and family! I also encourage 
you to join us for our first general meeting at Zion Lutheran Church 
in Kent (or on Zoom) on September 9th at 9:30 AM to learn more 
about our events, browse the annual sheet music garage sale, and 
reconnect with colleagues. Our presenter will be Dr. Kara Huber, 
Chair of Piano at Interlochen Arts Academy, speaking about Joan 
Tower’s music. You won’t want to miss this! 

A special thank-you goes to our Yearbook Editor, Dorothy Sica, who 
worked throughout the summer to create another outstanding 
yearbook, full of key dates, program details, sponsors, and contact 
information. Another rockstar in our community is Dr. Chen Liang, 
who organized an exciting lineup of presenters for our chapter. I’d 
also like to welcome and thank our new Concento Newsletter Editor, 
Dr. Ross Salvosa, for bringing his magical creative touch to our 
publication. 

I truly value my friendships within SKCMTA and feel fortunate to be 
part of this vibrant, supportive community. Here’s to another year of 
music-making, learning, and reconnection. 

Warmly 
Jessica Evotia Andrews-Hall 
SKCMTA President  

https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/Engage/Competitions/Competitions.aspx
https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/Engage/Competitions/Competitions.aspx
https://wsmta.org/programs-for-students/competitions/outstanding-artist-competition/
https://wsmta.org/programs-for-students/competitions/outstanding-artist-competition/
https://oceanmusicfoundation.org/competitions
https://oceanmusicfoundation.org/competitions
https://www.seattlepianocompetition.org/nw-festivals/application/bach-online-form/
https://www.seattlepianocompetition.org/nw-festivals/application/bach-online-form/
https://youtu.be/S_oGnRa-PFE?feature=shared
https://www.concordiaarts.com/faculty-dr-ross-salvosa
http://concordiaarts.com
https://www.concordiaarts.com/faculty-dr-chen-liang
https://www.concordiaarts.com/faculty-nancy-gregory
https://www.concordiaarts.com/faculty-mona-terry
http://nyaho.com
http://nyaho.com
https://plymouthchurchseattle.org/blog/meet-joe-williams-new-director-of-music-arts
https://lnk.fuga.com/michellecannleahclaibornemariathompsoncorleyelizabethhillartinamccainwilliamchapmannyahokylewalkerkarenwalwynlewiswarrenjrjoewilliams_ariseshine
https://lnk.fuga.com/michellecannleahclaibornemariathompsoncorleyelizabethhillartinamccainwilliamchapmannyahokylewalkerkarenwalwynlewiswarrenjrjoewilliams_ariseshine
https://maps.app.goo.gl/CNrs7X9Gsok7ZQP79
https://maps.app.goo.gl/CNrs7X9Gsok7ZQP79
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Reflections on Contemporary 
Method Books 

By Dr. Ross Salvosa, NCTM 

When I was a child growing up in 
the beautiful islands of the 
Philippines, my world of piano 
study was shaped by the method 
books available to me—Thompson, 
Noona, Fletcher, and others. They 
were valuable, and I learned so 
much from them. Yet, as I turned 
each page, I often noticed 
something missing. Most of the 
music was drawn from Western folk 
traditions—songs that, while rich in 
their own right, felt distant to me. 

At home, I would find myself 
gravitating toward the familiar—
playing Filipino folk tunes by ear. 
These were the melodies that 
spoke to my heart, the ones that 
carried the rhythms of my culture 
and my community. As a teenager 
volunteer-teaching music literacy at 
an orphanage, I discovered the 
same truth among the children I 
taught. They lit up when they heard 
their own folk songs woven into 
their lessons. Because there were 
no method books that reflected 
their lives, I began creating my own 
teaching materials.  

Now, decades later, I am struck by 
how little has changed in my home 
country in that respect. In the 
Philippines, there is still no piano 
method book built upon our own 
folk music. Perhaps it is time for me 
to take up that task myself. 

A Scenic Bike Ride for Music Teachers 

Join us for a leisurely ride around Seward Park & Lake Washington! 

Ride Details: 

• 2.4 mile loop  

• Optional additional 6-mile ride along Lake Washington 

• Leisurely Pace (10–12 mph on flat sections with no head or tail 
winds) 

• Elevation Gain: 207 ft 

• Family and friends welcome! 

When: Saturday, September 6 at 10 AM 

Where: Seward Park Loop 

Cost: Free 

Optional Lunch to Follow. Join us at Both Ways Café, just a short 
drive or bike ride away. Check out the menu.  

Bring your bike, helmet, water bottle, and a smile — let’s pedal, 
connect, and enjoy nature together!  

RSVP by Sept 5: Jessica (206) 427-9005 
JessicaAndrewsMusicStudio@gmail.com 

https://www.bothwayscafe.com/menu
mailto:JessicaAndrewsMusicStudio@gmail.com
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I am deeply inspired by beloved 
colleagues who are already leading 
the way. Dr. William Chapman-
Nyaho (Piano Music of Africa and 
the African Diaspora), Dr. Leah 
Claiborne (Piano Music of Black 
Composers), and Dr. Artina McCain 
(African-American Folk Song 
Collections), have poured their 
hearts into compiling graded 
books of African-American piano 
music, ensuring that young pianists 
see their culture and heritage 
represented in the music they play. 
Recently, as I reviewed Expanding 
the Repertoire: Piano Music of Latin 
American Composers, beautifully 
compiled by Desireé Gonzáles-
Miller, I was moved by the care and 
vision behind this work. These 
collections not only highlight the 
richness of cultural traditions, but 
they also serve as complete 
pedagogical journeys—method 
books in their own right. 

And I celebrate the efforts of 
institutions like the Royal 
Conservatory of Music, which has 
widened its lens to include works 
by women and non-Western 
composers especially in its early-
level books. These changes matter. 
They say to every child: your story, 
your culture, your music belongs 
here. You belong. 

Representation in contemporary 
method books is also about 
opening the door to joy and 
belonging for every student. It 
allows children to see themselves 
and the world around them 
reflected in the music, so that their 
very first steps at the piano also 
become steps toward honoring 
their roots and celebrating one 
another’s identities. 

Meet Our Guest Presenter 

GRAMMY® nominated Canadian-American pianist and conductor 
Kara Huber is quickly establishing herself as a celebrated member of 
the new class of concert pianists. Hailed as “absolutely dazzling…in a 
word, flawless” (New York Concert Review) in her Carnegie Hall debut, 
Dr. Huber combines the polish and warmth of an old-school soloist 
with the charisma and flair of the new generation of piano virtuosi. 

Huber has performed across North America, Europe, and Australia, 
including lauded solo appearances at the Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, the Piano Virtuoso Series at the Canadian Opera 
Company, the Rising Stars Piano Series in Southampton, New York 
and Steinway Series at the Smithsonian American Art Museum. An in-
demand recitalist, she seeks to excite and delight diverse audiences 
through creative and engaging programming. Her album featuring 
the complete solo piano works of Joan Tower was released in 2024 to 
critical acclaim. 

In past seasons, Kara championed the rare Amy Beach Piano 
Concerto, including appearances with GRAMMY® Award-winning 
conductor Michael Repper and the Ashland Symphony Orchestra. On 
the orchestral stage, her past seasons have featured performances 
with the Louisville Orchestra, San Juan Symphony, Oakville 
Symphony, Scarborough Philharmonic, and York Symphony 
Orchestra. 

https://nyconcertreview.com/reviews/kara-huber-in-review/
https://www.karahuber.com/#discography
https://www.karahuber.com/fyc/


September 2025 Edition September 3, 2025

5

Article Submission 

The Concento welcomes articles 
on topics of interest to members. 
Please consider writing an article 
on a relevant subject—the more 
interesting articles we receive, the 
better! We also welcome 
community concert advertising 
and other submissions.  

A friendly reminder that all 
Concento Newsletter submissions 
are due on the 20th of each 
month. Please send your 
submissions to: 

SKCMTANewsletter@gmail.com 

Job Opportunities 

Blaine Memorial United Methodist 
Church is seeking a pianist to play 
for their congregation. Please 
contact their pastor, Job 
Pangilinan at jgplaw1@gmail.com. 

Concordia Arts & Music Academy 
is looking for inspiring woodwind 
and guitar artists-faculty to join 
their team. Please email 
admin@concordiaarts.com. 

She has worked under the baton of renowned conductors Charles 
Dutoit, Gerard Schwarz, Teddy Abrams, Thomas Heuser and Denis 
Mastromonaco, in addition to a performance conducting and 
performing with the Canadian Chamber Orchestra.  

Ms. Huber has received numerous prizes and awards for her 
performances, including the Audience Favorite Award in the 
Cincinnati World Piano Competition. She received training from the 
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music with Frank 
Weinstock and Awadagin Pratt, and at The Glenn Gould School of 
The Royal Conservatory of Music with John Perry and Leon Fleisher. 
Dr. Huber completed a DMA in piano and conducting at the 
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music and 
previously taught at the University of Louisville School of Music. She 
currently serves as the Marjorie Wood Drackett Chair of Piano at the 
Interlochen Arts Academy 

Lecture/Recital Program Notes  

This lecture recital explores the solo piano works of American 
composer Joan Tower (b. 1938), revealing two distinct compositional 
periods often overlooked in current scholarship. Through 
performer’s analysis, I demonstrate how Tower’s evolution from 
serialist, twelve-tone techniques in the 1960s-70s to her more 
organic, tonally accessible recent style reflects shifts in her personal 
and professional life, while revealing compositional techniques that 
bridge both periods. This examination illuminates the development 
of solo piano composition from the late twentieth to twenty-first 
century, showcasing Tower’s distinctive “risk-taking” approach that 
created her colorful, high-energy mature style. She continues to 
produce such a style that will diversify recital programs for 
intermediate and advanced pianists 

Volunteering Opportunities 

WSMTA/MTNA Competition Committee is seeking volunteers to 
assist during the competition. Please contact Julie Swienty at 
WSMTA.MTNA.Competiton@gmail.com 

mailto:SKCMTANewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:jgplaw1@gmail.com?subject=Pianist%20for%20Blaine%20Memorial%20Methodist%20Church
mailto:jgplaw1@gmail.com?subject=Pianist%20for%20Blaine%20Memorial%20Methodist%20Church
mailto:jgplaw1@gmail.com
http://concordiaarts.com
mailto:admin@concordiaarts.com
https://www.interlochen.org/music/academy/piano
mailto:WSMTA.MTNA.Competiton@gmail.com

